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Alcatel sees the need to carry a charged party identifier for a number of reasons:

1. 3GPP TR 23.815 states that the initiator of a media component can be charged for it.

“If the called party requests additional media components with regard to the initial request from calling party then called party can –depending on operational conditions of the service- be charged for these additional components.”

One way to fulfil this requirement is to define fixed agreements between the operators. A more flexible approach is having the called side to insert the charged party. The calling side can accept/reject the additional component based on the charged party.

For proper working of postpaid and prepaid, the charged party must be logged in the CDR and be communicated to the on line charging function server. The latter will happen automatically when the information is present in the SIP message.

2. 3GPP TS 29.198-4 stipulates that the OSA operation SetCallChargPlan can indicate a charged party, possibly a third party not involved in the call (parameter TpCallChargePlan, PartyToCharge).

This party to charge will be communicated to the OSA SCS, and from there needs to communicated to the prepaid server (the prepaid server should not decrement the A respectively B party account). The natural way of doing this is by including the charged party in the SIP message.

3. 3GPP TR 23.815 states that the calling party can be charged for the transport level charging for both calling and called.

“The IMS charging architecture and mechanisms shall allow different charging models as required by regulatory conditions and inter-network policies.  At least the following charging models shall be possible in a network:

-
The calling party incurs charging entirely for both the IMS session level charging and the transport level charging (e.g. charging done at GPRS) at calling and called party sides. 

-
The calling party incurs transport level charging on calling party’s side only and the entire charges related to the IMS session level. In this charging model, a called party incurs the transport level charging associated with that session on called party’s side.”

As under bullet 1, one way to fulfil this requirement is to define fixed agreements between the operators. A more flexible approach is having an indication of the charged party for the transport layer of the sending and receiving side (having the information for both sides allows to cover also reversed charging cases). Note that this charged party indication is a different one from the one used for the IMS layer.

As for Tdoc N1-021xxx on the charged free indication we have two solutions to carry this information. 

Since this information should be per media we can put it in the SDP part, but since it’s a charging information we can also put it in the charging vector.

Based on the agreement of the group, Alcatel proposes to work out the details for this parameter and the required contributions to the involved documents.
